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assembly, based on manhood suffrage, to
named the Convention.

The Convention sat from September, 1792
to 1795.   During its sessions France passec
through an amazing transformation. The mon
archy vtas declared abolished, and the republic
was proclaimed. Then, by the energy and sue
cess of their foreign policy, as well as by their
violence at home, the Jacobins gained a com
plete mastery of France. Louis xvi. was guillo-
tined hi January, 1793, and Marie Antoinette
in October of the same year.  (See also FRENCH
REVOLUTION.) The Committee of Public Safe-
ty (with Danton as the chief influence at first
and afterwards Robespierre) was the chie:
agency of government, and Carnot undertook
the general direction of the campaign. Dangers
of every kind, external and internal, seemed to
threaten the revolutionary government with
destruction. Yet the Jacobins triumphed over
all enemies.  At the same time a series of re-
markable   domestic  measures  were  passed.
Christianity was declared abolished, and in its
place was established first the worship of Rea-
son, and then (by Robespierre) that of the
Supreme Being.   A new calendar and a new
era (commencing in 1792) and a decimal sys-
tem of weights and measures were adopted.
The government was meanwhile supported by
measures of the most violent kind, which,
taken together, are known to history as the
Reign of Terror. This system was worked by
Danton, Marat, and Robespierre; but Danton
was executed, Marat was assassinated, and for
some time Robespierre exercised something
like a dictatorship. When, in July 1794, Robes-
pierre himself fell, the Reign of Terror came
to an end, and a strong reaction set in towards
constitutional government.   A new constitu-
tion was drawn up, whereby the executive was
to be vested in five directors, and the single
legislative chamber was to be replaced by a
Council of Ancients and a Council of Five
Hundred. The rising of Vendgrniaire, directed
against the Constitution (the constitution of
the year m.), was crushed by Napoleon. With
this year his prominent career begins, and the
history of the battles and campaigns which
carried the French arms into every corner of
Europe must be looked for under his name.
Here the domestic history of France will alone
be followed.

We will first note the successive changes in
the form of government, (i.) The Directory,
established in 1795, lasted until 1799, in. spite
of much discontent and opposition. In 1799
it was overthrown by the revolution of Bru-
maire (Nov. 9), which was chiefly the work of i

Sieyes and Napoleon. (2.) Shortly afterwards
(Dec. 24) the constitution of the year vin.
was drawn up, by which the executive was
vested in three consuls, with Napoleon as first
consul, and all the machinery of government
was rearranged on more conservative and auto-
cratic principles. (3.) In 1802, after the peace
of Amiens, Napoleon was appointed 'First
Consul for life,' and the title was ratified by
the French people. (4.) In 1804 all veils were
cast aside, and Napoleon became emperor of
the French, and in December he was crowned
at Paris by Pope Pius vii. This title Napoleon
maintained uritil his abdication in 1814 and
his exile to Elba. This title he resumed when
he landed in France in 1815, and he claimed
it still in his exile in St. Helena. (See NAPO-
LEON i.)
The restless energy and genius of Napoleon
overhauled the whole machinery of adminis-
tration. Commerce, agriculture, manufacture,
the revenue, museums, libraries, education,
public works, all received a powerful impulse
at his hand. The two most definite results of
his activity were: (i.) The concordat with the
pope, whereby the Catholic church became
once more the official church of France, but
the appointment of all ecclesiastical officials
was vested in the emperor. (2.) Cambace'res,
the second consul, undertook a systematic
digest of the laws of France, which resulted in
the Code Civil or Code Napoleon, which was
Dromulgated in March 1803. France still
Dears, deeply imprinted on every part of her
life, the results of these two acts.
The year 1815 seemed a year of cataclysm.
Louis xvrn., brother of Louis xvx, (for the
boy king, Louis xvn., had died in prison),
succeeded to the throne promising to govern
according to the provision of a Charter of
liberties. Louis xvm. died in 1824, and his
brother Charles x. succeeded him. He was a
more ardent champion of religion and political
absolutism than Ms brother, and six years
sufficed to bring the monarchy to irretrievable
disaster. Paris rose; the-Tuilerics palace was
sacked. The king, unable to resist, fled to
England. But France was not yet ready to
esmne the experiment of the republic. The
Chamber invited Louis Philippe, a relation of
foe exiled king, and the son of Philippe Egalite*,
Duke of Orleans, to become their constitu-
tional king. He ruled until '1848.
The king was served by great ministers, of
whom Oisunir Peiier, Thiers, Guizot, and
oult were the chief, and in many respects
Trance made undeniable progress during his
reign. Despite the king's pacific desires, France